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Known today as the Fenix 
Project, the production grounds 
of Inco's infamous and historic 
Exmibal nickel mine are located 
on the edge of Lake Izabal. The 
mine, operated by the Guate-
malan Nickel Company (CGN), 
which is a local subsidiary of the 
Canadian mining firm HudBay, 

is just a few miles outside the 
town of El Estor. On its web 
page, CGN confirms that “water 
from the lake will be used. The 
quantity is not known at this 
moment, yet such data is irrel-
evant since the water will only 
be used to cool the equipment 
and then it will be recycled.”
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playing a role in limiting the 
application of the decree.

Further challenging 
Fortier’s claim is Canadian gov-
ernment support for companies 
with a questionable human 
rights record.

In one strange twist of 
events, the Ottawa-based 
research and advocacy organi-
zation MiningWatch Canada 
received “malicious” letters 
from two Indigenous represen-
tatives, including Shuar leader 
Ruben Naichap.

The letter included “bizarre 
accusations of genocide and 
that we were somehow paying 
people to blockade the road,” 
says Communications and 
Outreach Co-ordinator Jamie 
Kneen.

What MiningWatch had 
done was post information on 
its website about heavy military 
repression against anti-mining 
resistance in the area pertaining 
to Corriente Resources’ Mirador 
Project.

A report submitted by 
several Quito-based human 
rights organizations to the 
Inter American Commission of 
Human Rights describes human 
rights violations resulting from 
this incident.

It was later verified that the 
correspondence from Naichap 
was written on a computer 
owned by Corriente Resources.

Corriente is one of a 
handful of companies banking 
on an extensive gold and copper 
mining district in Ecuador’s 
Southern Amazon. Their 
mineral concessions include a 
20km by 80km band across five 
counties in two provinces.

Company representatives 
have also enjoyed regular dis-
cussions with the Ministry of 
Mines and Petroleum, have 
had input into the country’s 
mining law, and have attended 
a meeting with top Ecuadorian 
officials along with seven other 
companies that was facilitated 
by the Canadian embassy 
shortly after the mining decree 
was announced.

MiningWatch, on the 
other hand, is still waiting for 
a response to a letter to the 

embassy sent over a year ago 
about why the Canadian gov-
ernment supports Corriente.

Kneen wants to know why 
“one of the companies at the 
centre of one of the hottest 
conflicts where people have 
been shot at, tear gassed, a 
congressman has been taken 
hostage for about three days... 
and that has had a stop work 
order, [is] being treated as a 
respectable corporate citizen.”

Despite this conflict–or 
perhaps because of it–Corriente 
has also run the highest profile 
pro-mining publicity campaign 
of any company in Ecuador.

Using the slogan “A Fair 
Deal,” the campaign focuses on 
the promise of jobs and devel-
opment. But its questionable 
choice of local collabourators is 
suspected to have undermined 
Indigenous organizations and 
aggravated tensions in the 
Amazon region.

Don Clarke, Vice President 
of Sustainable Development 
for Ecuacorriente, promotes 
himself as a specialist in facili-
tating company relations with 
Indigenous communities.

Writing for the Canadian 
Foundation for the Americas 
(FOCAL), Clarke says, 
“Companies that lack the 
corporate capacity to under-
stand Indigenous issues quickly 
encounter issues that can dra-
matically impact their bottom 
line and render the business 
environment hostile.”

This may be true, given 
that areas desired by extractive 
industry increasingly include 
Indigenous territories.

Clarke’s approach in 
Ecuador has been challenged 
by Indigenous organizations, 
especially given the support he 
has provided to such controver-
sial representatives as Ruben 
Naichap, who signed one of 
the letters that MiningWatch 
received last year.

As early as 1998, two 
regional Shuar federations from 
the Southern Amazon publicly 
denounced Naichap for “con-
flictual, divisionist and indi-
vidualistic behaviour that has 
caused serious problems within 

their communities.”
In 2007, a Shuar Associa-

tion that groups together Indig-
enous communities near one of 
Corriente’s main projects also 
expelled Naichap for aggression 
and corruption.

Naichap has worked closely 
with Don Clarke over the last 
year and a half, becoming a sort 
of national and international 
emissary on behalf of Corriente 
and the large scale mining 
industry in general.

Clarke indicates that 
Corriente has a “Memorandum 
of Understanding” with Ruben 
Naichap’s Shuar Federation, 
one of two in the Province of 
Zamora Chinchipe.

The agreement includes 
regular financial support that, 
Clarke says, he believes the 
“communities manage appro-
priately.” In addition, it includes 
stipulations about labour and 
services and is viewed as a step 
toward an eventual Impact 
Benefit Agreement.

María Belen Páez, from 
Quito-based Pachamama 
Foundation, says that money 
provided by companies in such 
cases “provokes tension, aggra-
vates conflicts and without 
doubt arrives at extremes of 
violence.”

Angel Awak is President 
of the nationally-recognized 
Shuar Federation of Zamora 
Chinchipe, which works with 
Amazonian and nationwide 
Indigenous organizations that 
are highly critical of mining.

Awak attributes the ‘grave 
conflict’ that they are experienc-
ing to mining and other extrac-
tive industries.

He says money causes 
problems, particularly at the 
level of the community where 
“it is used to buy people’s con-
science and begins to divide 
families.” He is also worried 
about a group that is said to 
be forming to confront mining 
opponents. Naichap is believed 
to be involved with this new 
organization.

Clarke responds by saying, 
“Our company has always been 
open to work with anyone that 
wants to be worked with... It’s 

not the role of the company to 
decide who’s legitimate or not, 
our role is to work with stake-
holders.”

But given his stated expertise 
in community relations, his 
easy dismissal of the tension 
his company generates begs the 
question about how “corporate 
capacity to understand Indig-
enous issues” is being used. 
And whether “a hostile environ-
ment” might actually work in 
the company’s interest to mask 
and weaken opposition to their 
particular projects.

“To enter, one should have 
permission,” considers Awak, 
“Just like going into someone’s 
house.”

“This small group of 
people [referring to Naichap] is 
speaking out because they have 
the resources to do so. For those 
of us who are on the defence, we 
just don’t have resources for the 
world to hear us” he continued, 
adding, “Our people need 
quality education and health-
care, but without destruction.”

With state forces aligned on 
the side of industry, and coali-
tions of Indigenous organiza-
tions and environmental groups 
fighting to prevent mining 
from taking place without local 
consent, the struggle in Ecuador 
is far from over. As a result of 
President Correa’s support for 
the mining industry, however, 
the fight might move from 
national politics to tough battles 
at the local level.

MiningWatch Canada’s 
Kneen suggests that Fortier 
needs to keep his word. “We’re 
not saying that Canadian busi-
nesses don’t deserve some level 
of support,” he explained.

But, he said, “Historically, 
Canada’s objectives internation-
ally have included democratic 
development and protection of 
human rights... If those are still 
being respected we need to see 
how these decisions are being 
made.”

Jennifer Moore is an independent 
print and broadcast journalist 
currently based in Ecuador.

“Ecuador,” continued from page 12 »
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in Iceland and the company 
has also been embroiled in a 
messy dispute over the future 
of its operations in Kitimat, BC, 
where labour officials claim that 
the company is not meeting its 
promised levels of job creation.

Throughout the fall, the 
company ran a massive publicity 
campaign in Alcan’s home 
province of Quebec. Featuring 
crystal-clear water, bright-green 
forests and fields and a blue 
sky that you wish you could fly 
away into, the advert focuses on 
everything—sponsoring para-
lympians, research and technol-
ogy, and job creation—except 
its environmental impact. It 
does state, in soothing tones 
as a lone deer trots across the 
screen, that it “produces respect 
for the environment,” but it in 
no way quantifies how or what 
it does to minimize its environ-
mental impact.

“If an ad has a little girl 
running through a field, but also 

gives numbers on its accom-
plishments, that’s fine,” says 
Heaps. “[But] if the purpose or 
the effects of that ad is to slow 
down progress [towards sustain-
ability] in that company or give 
them a decoy for people who 
want to accelerate the progress 
[towards sustainability] of the 
company, then that’s a problem. 
Those are the key questions you 
need to ask yourself: what was 
the intent of the company with 
this ad, and was it to accelerate 
its move towards being more 
sustainable, or was it to slow it 
down or turn it back?”

Consumers are becoming 
more wary of these advertising 
campaigns. Recently, advertis-
ing watchdogs in Canada, such 
as the Canadian Standards 
Association and the Competi-
tion Bureau—and in Britain, 
the Advertising Standards 
Authority (ASA)—have seen an 
upsurge in complaints about 
misleading ‘green’ advertise-

ments, resulting in the Canadian 
government adopting stronger 
rules on green labeling and ter-
minology, and the ASA taking 
more and more companies to 
task.

But Thomson also warns 
that we cannot rely too much 
on the government to address 
the situation. He points to 
another story that has seen little 
coverage in Canada—the gov-
ernment’s complicity in mining 
activities.

“On many of the overseas 
trips [Prime Minister] Harper 
has taken, he has made sure 
to find the time to meet with 
mining executives,” says 
Thomson, adding that such 
meetings provide legitimacy to 
companies that are attempting 
to skirt social and environment 
relations. In 2007, Harper met 
with Barrick Gold executives 
in Chile at the same time that 
residents of Pascua Lama were 
raising serious concerns about 

Barrick’s undertakings in their 
region; Harper refused their 
request for a meeting, entering 
Barrick’s office through the 
back door. On other occasions, 
Canadian ambassadors, 
including Guatemala and the 
Philippines, have maneuvered 
in favour of mining companies 
facing difficulties in obtaining 
permits or facing criticism for 
the actions.

For now, both Heaps and 
Thomson say that Canadians 
will need to look outside the 
mainstream press to find 
out what Canadian mining 
companies are up to.

“What we need to see is 
renewed investment and com-
mitment to investigative jour-
nalism, to work a story over the 
long term,” says Heaps. “That’s 
the only way to cover something 
like this.”

Tim McSorley is Media Analysis 
Editor at the Dominion.

tunity, it is a demonstration of 
our non-conformity with the 
attitudes of the institutions and 
functionaries of the govern-
ment, for their failure to respect 
the decisions of Indigenous 
peoples and communities,” he 
wrote.

Tema called on all actors 
to “respect the position of the 
people as represented through 
the consultas.” In a consulta, or 
community referendum, entire 
(often Indigenous) municipali-
ties vote for or against mining 
activities in their territories. 
Thus far, there have been 29 

consultas in Guatemala, in 
which an estimated 550,000 
people have participated. All 
of the consultas have strongly 
rejected mining activity.

Goldcorp’s Wilholt called 
the consultas “very old, recycled 
kinds of charges that we’ve 
addressed time and time again 
in the past.”

Consultas have been 
declared legal but are not 
binding by the constitutional 
court in Guatemala, a ruling 
which leaders from Sipakapa 
are fighting at the Interameri-
can Court on Human Rights in 
Washington, DC.

Why FOCAL decided that 
last winter was an appropri-
ate time to initiate dialogue 
between communities that 
clearly reject mining activities 
and mining companies who 
refuse to recognize the legiti-
macy of Indigenous decision 
making processes is unknown.

Goldcorp “has already 
been violating our individual 
and collective rights as Indig-
enous communities for many 

years. Communities have come 
forward with petitions and 
proposals to the government 
and the company but we have 
received no answer from either. 
For this to come from them 
is really too late... It is only to 
suffocate our struggle,” said 
Lopez.

Since its establishment in 
1994, FOCAL’s chief funders 
have been the Canadian 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFAIT), and the Canadian 
International Development 
Agency (CIDA). In 2004, an 
internal evaluation conducted 

by the two agencies observed 
that FOCAL is seen as “the right 
arm of the government...rather 
than a truly independent, non-
governmental organization.”

This was not the first time 
that FOCAL has found itself in 
the middle of controversy. In 
2004, FOCAL supported the 
overthrow of Haiti’s demo-
cratically elected President 
Jean Bertrand Aristide, an 
event which led to the murder, 
arbitrary arrest, or disappear-
ance of thousands of Aristide’s 
supporters during two years of 
interim government rule and 
UN occupation.

FOCAL has also carried out 
controversial work in Venezuela 
funded by the National 
Endowment for Democracy, 
a group which attorney Eva 
Golinger has suggested was 
complicit in an attempted coup 
against President Hugo Chavez 
in 2002.

Anthony Fenton is a researcher and 
writer who lives near Vancouver.
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company representatives.
By contrast, Menjívar’s 

other grandfather was one of 
the community members who 
visited the San Martín mine in 
Honduras, and returned urging 
the village to stop the explora-
tion immediately.

Armed with his grand-
father’s testimony, Menjívar 
joined with many of Trini-
dad’s inhabitants to oppose 
the incursion of the Canadian 
mining company. When Pacific 
Rim ignored their opposition 
and brought in heavy drills to 
carry out exploratory drilling, 
the residents unified with 
those opposed to the mine in 
neighbouring communities to 
physically stop the machines 
from entering the region. They 
occupied the highway on three 
separate occasions between 
November, 2006, and March, 
2007, in order to stop the explo-
ration.

In response to these direct 
actions, Pacific Rim put more 
resources into hiring grassroots 
promoters to convince the 
community from within.

Menjívar lives with his 
grandmother, Luciana Vela, 
who was unavailable for an 
interview due to lingering 
effects of a stroke she suffered 
after her first encounter with 
Pacific Rim, two years ago.

Vela’s daughter, Edelmira 
Menjívar, recounts the story 
in her mother’s absence. 
“Employees arrived asking for 
permission to enter our land, 
and my mother refused. Some 
days later another man returned 
to explain that ‘whether she 
liked it or not they were going 
to enter her land.’ After that 
discussion my mother suffered 
a stroke and lost her ability to 
speak.”

In response, the company 
offered money. “They wanted 
to pay us for what happened to 
my mother, but we didn’t accept 
any money, we asked them to 
leave instead.”

Pacific Rim did not leave. 
With the price of gold hovering 
around $1000 per ounce, 

Luciana Velas’s family was 
becoming an obstacle because 
they wouldn’t leave their land. 
That is when, in January, 2008, 
a member of the community’s 
Board of Directors brought a 
series of allegations forward 
against Edelmira Menjívar, 
including the attempted murder 
of a board member’s husband.

Edelmira’s charges came 
only months after Fermán had 15 
accusations leveled against him 
by a paid Pacific Rim promoter. 
Despite the promoter’s claims 
at an earlier date that he had 
no connection to the company, 
Pacific Rim representatives 
accompanied him to court.

Although Fermán and 
Edelmira could not afford 
legal counsel–something the 
company was likely banking 
on–the Environmental 
Committee of Cabañas stepped 
in to provide a lawyer.

Every one of Edelmira 
and Fermán’s charges was 
dismissed in court due to ‘lack 
of evidence.’ The board member 
who charged Edelmira resigned 
from the board after the trial 
and now, like Fermán’s accuser, 
works openly as a promoter for 
Pacific Rim in the community.

A short walk from Fermán 
and Edelmira’s house 

stands the home of José Santos 
Rodriguez, a corn and bean 
farmer. Santos lives here with 
his wife Dora and their six 
children.

“We were good friends; we 
used to go fishing together in 
the Lempa river,” says Santos. 
He is talking about his relation-
ship with Oscar Menjívar. Oscar 
is Santos’ neighbour, Fermán 
and Edelmira’s cousin, and a 
paid promoter for Pacific Rim. 
“The problem started when the 
miners arrived,” he says.

Three weeks prior to the 
June, 2008, interview with 
Santos, Oscar attacked his 
lifelong friend Santos with a 
corvo (small machete), cutting 
off two of his fingers and making 
it nearly impossible for Santos 
to provide for his family.

When the memory 
becomes too difficult for Santos 
to continue, Dora takes over. 
“[Santos] came home and told 
me that Oscar had attacked 
him... there was blood every-
where.”

Ramiro Rivera, President 
of Trinidad’s Community 
Board, explains the reason for 
the attack. “Santos went to 
Honduras and told us all about 
the situation there.

“For that, his life was 
threatened, and for that, they 
almost killed him.”

Ramiro claims to have 
received death threats as well. 
“We all do,” he says. “You have 
people coming up to you saying 
that ‘I heard something bad is 
going to happen to you if you 
continue, but you will be fine 
if you support the mining.’ 
And you know they are for real 
because of what they did to 
Santos.”

Santos tells me that when 
Oscar approached him, weapon 
in hand, Santos said: “We have 
the right to defend our environ-
ment. This country is so small 
and it deserves our respect.” 
According to Santos, it was then 
that Oscar attacked.

With her husband bleeding 
profusely and without access to 
a vehicle, Dora called the police 
to bring Santos to the hospital.

Santos believes that what 
happened next was evidence of 
the pervasiveness of the mining 
company’s influence.

“They brought me there 
as a victim,” Santos recounts. 
“But once we arrived they hand-

cuffed my arm to the bed, as if 
I was the bad guy.” The police 
never formally put Santos under 
arrest nor informed him of his 
rights, illegally detaining him 
under Salvadoran law.

In contrast, Oscar was 
released after three days and 
had his assault case thrown out 
for ‘lack of proof.’ Santos was 
never approached to testify.

Although Santos does 
not excuse Oscar’s actions, he 
repeatedly says “It is Pacific 
Rim who is responsible for this, 
because Oscar and I were great 
friends before they arrived. They 
are the source of all of this.”

After recounting a series of 
harrowing tales from his visit 
to Honduras, Santos points to 
Cerro Pelón, a hill less than one 
kilometre away and one of the 
potential mine locations being 
considered by Pacific Rim.

“These people [promoters] 
go around dividing families, 
siblings, mothers and fathers. 
They don’t care how much we 
lose, they get their cheque at the 
end of the month and with this 
they are happy for now, because 
they have no idea that they will 
contaminate this country.”

To some, it appears that 
they already have.

Just one week after these 
interviews were conducted 
18-year-old José Dolores 
Velasco committed suicide 
after his family threw him out 
of the home. He wasn’t thrown 
out for coming home too late 
or using drugs, but for joining 
the Environmental Committee 
of Cabañas in their campaign 
against Pacific Rim.

Jesse Freeston is a freelance jour-
nalist whose upcoming documen-
tary project, ¡Fuera!, deals with 
the ongoing confrontation between 
Canadian mining companies and 
communities in El Salvador.

“Promoters,” continued from page 7 »
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wealth they are producing, and 
in some cases we made signifi-
cant forward progress during 
the boom. Across the resource 
industry as a whole, however, 
the distribution of the windfall 
gains resulting from the com-
modities bubble was anything 
but fair.

The accompanying table 
summarizes the changes in 
several measures of corporate 
profitability and wages in the 
mining and petroleum indus-
tries in Canada during the 
boom. Corporate revenues 
soared, thanks to record global 
prices for oil and minerals. 
Operating profits more than 
doubled in the oil industry, 
and more than quadrupled in 
mining. Measured as a return 
on shareholders’ equity, profit 
rates more than doubled.

Wages grew, yes–but not 
dramatically. Average hourly 
wages are up just five per cent 
in mining, and 15 per cent in 
petroleum. And the high cost 
of living in booming resource 
communities has eaten up those 
gains. Incredibly, in the mining 
sector average real wages 
(adjusted for rising consumer 
prices) have actually declined 
by seven per cent since 2002–a 
period of unprecedented 
corporate profitability.

To be sure, Canada is 

blessed with abundant resource 
wealth. But we have clear choices 
regarding how to make the most 
of that wealth. We don’t want to 
end up like that poor fellow who 
now wishes he’d never won the 
lottery. In recent years we’ve 
had a helter-skelter approach to 
managing the boom, throwing 
caution to the wind; companies 
fell over each other to extract 
and export as much resource 
wealth as they could, while the 
getting was good.

We even allowed foreign 
companies to grab much of 
the pie. Canada is the only 
major petroleum- and mineral-
exporting country in the world 
that imposes virtually no limits 
on foreign ownership of our 
non-renewable resource base. 
No wonder, then, that foreign-
ers came rushing in for a piece 
of this super-profitable action. 
Over $200 billion in new foreign 
investment flowed into Canada 
during 2006 and 2007 alone 
(almost all of it to take over 
existing companies, rather than 
building new ones–and most of 
it in the resource sector). This 
inflow of hot foreign money 
accentuated the unsustainable 
run-up in the loonie, which did 
so much damage to the rest of 
our economy.

In short, during this boom, 
big money flowed fast and furi-

ous–for a while. But now the 
commodities bubble has clearly 
burst, and the boom is coming 
to an end. Global financial 
instability and the prospect of 
a recession in the US and other 
countries has suddenly knocked 
the stuffing out of resource 
prices (and our dollar). It 
turned out that putting all our 
eggs in the resource basket, and 
not worrying about extracting 
maximum value-added from 
those resources, may not have 
been the best economic strategy 
for the long-term, after all.

Did we make the most of 
our non-renewable wealth? Or 
were we obsessed with short-
term profits, ignoring the state 
of our true fundamentals: our 
technology, our productivity, 
and our capacity to add value to 
our resources through our work 
and our ingenuity?

A better approach is 
to use our resource wealth 
carefully, as a strategic asset. 
Foster resource development, 
yes–but with strings attached. 
We should require the use of 
Canadian-made inputs and 
services to mining, and the 
made-in-Canada downstream 
processing and manufacturing 
of our own resources. Attaching 
performance requirements to 
foreign takeovers (regarding 
Canadian value-added commit-

ments) would also help. Our 
currency should be deliber-
ately managed (through lower 
interest rates and restrictions on 
foreign investment) to prevent a 
resource boom from squeezing 
out other valuable export 
industries. There should also be 
binding mechanisms through 
which mining companies are 
regulated to ensure that they 
are not abusing workers or the 
environment.

Canada partied hard while 
the commodities boom lasted. 
Now we’re likely to be stuck with 
a national hangover, reflected in 
our backsliding on productivity 
and non-resource exports, and 
the plunging value of Canada’s 
resource-heavy stock market. 
Let’s see if we can learn our 
lesson. Next time global com-
modities markets catch fire, 
let’s be a little more careful 
and deliberate about jumping 
into the flames. Let’s use our 
fortunate legacy of resource 
wealth to build a more diversi-
fied, value-added economy–one 
that can prosper long after the 
resources are gone.

Jim Stanford is economist with the 
Canadian Auto Workers, and an 
economics columnist for the Globe 
and Mail. He is author of the new 
book, Economics for Everyone.
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missioner’s subsequent report 
read: “In view of the ...fact that 
the pushing back of the frontier 
is inevitable due to the spec-
tacular interest and activity in 
the mining industry with its 
concomitant development, it 
was found necessary to extin-
guish the rights of those Indians 
resident north of the line AB.”

Walking out onto the 
peninsula, McKay slices the air 
with his forearms, revealing 
the checkerboard of ownership 
of their land, split before the 
treaty was signed between 
territory reclaimed from the 
church, plots owned by Bell 
Canada, Northern Stores, 
and regional carrier Bearskin 
Airlines. Some drums of waste 
are neatly gathered on the 
only private property around. 
Others are seemingly randomly 
placed throughout the tall grass 
leading into the woods and out 
into open water.

A creek runs to the lake 
from the former site of a float-
plane refueling station where 
McKay worked as a teenager. 
He recalls fuel seeping into 
the ground and accuses the 
company of holding the lease on 
the land in order not to have to 
clean up the waste.

He says he has evidence 
that the Ministry of Natural 
Resources was dumping 45 
gallon drums with PCBs and 

proof that it affected the com-
munity’s water supply. Envi-
ronment Canada abandoned a 
weather station until they were 
pressured by the community 
to remove what they had left 
behind.

“We literally had to fight 
them to get them to clean up 
the land, and that’s Environ-
ment Canada!” he said. “That 
has been our experience with 
development. You wonder why 
this is the situation we’re in?”

The federal riding of 
Kenora, in which KI’s tradi-
tional territory falls, was identi-
fied in a 2006 federal report as 
having over 11,000 contami-
nated sites, the highest in the 
country. Morris’ own trap line 
crosses the Sherman Lake Mine 
site, a 400-foot-deep excavation 
abandoned without cleanup 
decades ago.

Their community members 
aren’t new to the mining life or 
to the boom and bust cycles of 
the economy it creates. Many of 
their families flew to Pickle Lake 
to work in the uranium-mining 
town that has been nearly 
abandoned after outliving the 
excavation. Many of those men 
continue to die from diseases 
commonly associated with 
mining.

When Platinex first came 
to the table, they were intent on 
having an open pit mine. To do 

so, they would have to drain two 
lakes that claw against these 
shores. As the community still 
relies on sustenance fishing, 
the payoff would have to be 
substantial to offset the damage 
to the community’s ability to 
subsist.

He compares their situation 
with the Saugeen First Nation, 
who sold part of their land to 
a pulp and paper company 90 
years ago. Today, their water is 
contaminated, there is no wild 
game, and no forest. The only 
way their people can survive, he 
explains, is through education 
and employment. Despite the 
dizzying scenes of past indus-
trial ventures, whose removal 
costs would be substantial 
judging by the cost of flying a 
can of soup into KI, he insists 
that they are still in a position 
where their survival is best 
served by the land.

“We’re making the stand 
because we still have the water, 
the forest, the land, the fish and 
the animals. There are people 
in this community who live off 
of the land year around. Right 
now, we value this more than the 
minerals under the ground. We 
know that the mining industry 
is a boom and bust industry. It’s 
good for 30 years at the most... 
we want to use this for as long 
as possible.”

In the midst of KI’s 

struggle, AFN National Chief 
Phil Fontaine signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding that 
all First Nations were ready to 
go into business with industry. 
For McKay, it justified what 
he sees as trespassing without 
consent on their traditional 
land and undercut their right 
to self-determination. For 
now, the untouched wilderness 
surrounding the region’s ten 
partnered communities bears 
the fruit of their survival, and 
the negotiations with Platinex 
are off.

There are plans for devel-
opment in KI, but the leader-
ship insists that it be their 
priorities on their terms. In the 
next 20 years, they’re looking 
to eliminate the fuel generat-
ing station that powers their 
community in favour of hydro-
electric generation. Ready to 
partner with any industry under 
conditions that achieve balance, 
the potential benefits must 
outweigh the costs.

“Really, we should thank 
Platinex for bringing this to the 
forefront,” McKay laughs. “It 
was going to have to happen 
eventually.”

Jon Thompson is a journalist, 
author, and media activist in 
Northwestern Ontario.

advancing “without observing 
the constitutional, legal and 
international norms, which 
exist to protect Indigenous 
communities, their resources 
and the environment; that they 
should be informed, consulted, 
have participation in the man-
agement of their resources and 
respected with regards to ethnic, 
social and cultural heritage.”

Nevertheless, the Argentine 
mining deposits were trans-
ferred by a Canadian judge 
from one Canadian company 
to another (the result of Aqui-
line’s suing IMA for violating a 
confidentiality clause). To this 
day, neither provincial Mining 

and Geology authorities nor any 
Argentine government official 
has commented on the case.

Koenigsberg’s ruling, 
issued in Canada, was complied 
with immediately.

Aquiline Resources has 
taken control of some 500,000 
hectares in Patagonia. In 
contrast, the Mapuche and 
Tehuelche peoples of both 
provinces have been struggling 
for decades for the titles to the 
lands they have inhabited for 
10,000 years.

Chubut Governor Mario 
Das Neves, who has posi-

tioned himself for a run at the 

presidency in 2011, spoke on 
June 25, 2008 at the Canadian 
embassy in Buenos Aires. 
Canada is home to the majority 
of the mining companies active 
in Patagonia.

“I believe that the Navidad 
project is a fantastic experi-
ence,” affirmed Das Neves. 
“You all can rest easy, knowing 
that in my province we are not 
at all prejudiced against mining 
activity, that we are careful and 
we want you to know that when 
someone invests, we are not 
going to change the rules of the 
game.”

The 120 Canadian busi-
nessmen present applauded 

and smiled with satisfac-
tion, according to an account 
written by Aquiline itself, which 
published a chronicle of the 
cocktail event on its website.

Darío Aranda is a journalist and 
frequent contributor to Página 
12, a newspaper based in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina.

Luis Manuel Claps is a journalist 
and editor of the Mines & Com-
munities Website now living in 
Cuenca, Ecuador.

A Spanish version of this article 
was published in Pagina 12. Trans-
lated by David Mordersbach.

“KI,” continued from page 4 »

“Patagonia,” continued from page 27 »
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GROUPS & ORGS

North Coast Environmental 
Watch exists to educate and provide 
resources on the dangerous effects 
of the Prince Rupert Container Port, 
future tanker traffic, the Gateway 
pipeline, and related infrastructure 
supporting the environmentally 
devastating tar sands project, and 
to propose creative, sustainable 
solutions and promote discussion. 
www.northcoastenvirowatch.org

Mimundo features original 
photo essays from Guatemala 
and Honduras on themes such 
as mining, the environment and 
popular mobilization. Have a look! 
www.mimundo.org

Oil Sands Truth exists to dis-
seminate information regarding 
the environmental, social and 
economic impacts of proposed tar 
sands development projects and 
those currently in progress. 
www.oilsandstruth.org 

Tar Sands Free BC is a campaign 
aimed at informing the public in 
BC about tar sands-related projects 
that are currently operating, under 
construction or being proposed 
throughout the province. 
www.tarsandsfreebc.org 

Mines and Communities is a 
network that shares information 
about the social and environmental 
impacts of mining, particularly on 
land-based peoples. 
www.minesandcommunities.org

LandKeepers is an online network 
for First Nations communities in 
British Columbia who are dealing 
with mining issues in their tradi-
tional territories. www.landkeep-
ers.ca

Akaitcho Screening Board was 
created pursuant to the Akaitcho 
Interim Measures Agreement. The 
Akaitcho Screening Board screens 
applications for the use, disposi-
tion, and occupancy of lands and 
waters in the Akaitcho Territory 
and provides recommendations to 
the Akaitcho Dene Member First 
Nation’s Chief & Councils. Akaitcho 
IMA Implementation Office: Box 
28, Lutsel K’e, Northwest Territo-
ries, Tel: (867) 370-3217, 
screeningofficer@eastarm.com.

MiningWatch Canada is a 
coalition of 18 Canadian envi-
ronmental, social justice, church, 
aboriginal and labour organiza-
tions.We provide a Co-ordinated 
response to the risks irrespon-
sible mining poses to community 
economic development, public 
health, worker safety, water and 
air quality and wildlife habitat. 
Contact: 613-569-3439 or online at 
www.miningwatch.ca.

Save the Scenic Santa Ritas is 
an Arizona non-profit founded to 

protect the scenic, recreational and 
environmental values of the Santa 
Rita and Patagonia Mountains 
through grassroots efforts, from 
degradation due to mining. www.
scenicsantaritas.org

ProtestBarrick.net is a portal 
to groups researching and orga-
nizing around mining issues, 
particularly involving Canadian 
mining company Barrick Gold. It 
contains news articles, testimonies, 
and backgrounders about Barrick 
Gold’s operations worldwide. www.
protestbarrick.net

Mineral Policy Institute is an 
Australian based, not-for-profit 
non-government organisation 
specialising in research, capacity 
building, advocacy and campaign-
ing to prevent environmentally 
and socially destructive mining, 
minerals and energy projects and 
to protect and enhance the natural 
environment. 
www.mpi.org.au

SaveLakeCowal.org: Wiradjuri 
Traditional Owners, environ-
mentalists, scientists, students 
and concerned communities 
around Australia are continuing to 
campaign to shutdown Canadian 
owned Barrick Gold’s open-cut, 
cyanide leach gold mine. 
www.savelakecowal.org

Anti-Nuclear & Clean Energy 
Campaign (ACE): Friends of 
the Earth Australia works with 
local and Indigenous groups who 
are directly impacted by nuclear 
developments. Friends of the Earth 
has been involved in research, 
education and campaigning on 
nuclear issues in Australia since 
1973. 
www.foe.org.au/anti-nuclear/
issues/mining

Rising Tide Australia is a grass-
roots group taking action against 
the causes of anthropogenic climate 
change and for equitable, just, 
effective, and sustainable solutions 
to the crisis. We are committed 
to the principals of Non-violent 
Direct Action. We are part of the 
global Rising Tide climate justice 
movement campaigning against 
coal mining and exports. www.ris-
ingtide.org.au

Peace Brigade International’s 
projects in Guatemala, Mexico, 
Colombia and Indonesia all provide 
international presence and protec-
tive accompaniment to human rights 
defenders who are confronting 
mining projects in their respective 
communities. For further informa-
tion, contact info@pbicanada.org.

Todo Sobre Majaz is a website 
dedicated to sharing information 
about the Majaz mine in Peru. www.
todosobremajaz.com

Solidarity avec Écosociété 
is dedicated to solidarity and 

awareness of the Strategic Lawsuit 
Against Public Participation 
launched by Barrick Gold and Banro 
against Écosociété and the authors 
of Noir Canada. 
slapp.ecosociete.org/en

DOMINION DISTRO POINTS

Turning the Tide Bookstore is 
a small, radical bookstore. 525 11th 
St. East, Saskatoon, SK Treaty 6 
Territory: (306) 955-3070 
www.turning.ca

Camas Books & Infoshop is a 
not-for-profit and collectively-run 
infoshop, bookstore and autono-
mous space. 2590 Quadra, Victoria, 
BC, Lekwungen Territory, (250) 
381-0585. www.camas.ca

Spartacus Books is a non-
profit, volunteer & collectively 
run bookstore & resource centre 
located in Vancouver’s Eastside. 
684 E Hastings street, Vancouver 
BC, Coast Salish Territory, (604) 
688-6138 www.spartacusbooks.org

Outside The Lines is a bookstore 
for critical minds. 6297 Quinpool 
Rd Halifax 
www.outsidethelinesbooks.com

Halifax Coalition Against 
Poverty is a direct-action, anti-
poverty organization. 2420 Agricola 
St Halifax www.hfxcap.ca

Anchor Archive is a project to 
encourage zine making and reading, 
and to make independent media 
and information more accessible 
in Halifax. 5684 Roberts St Halifax 
robertsstreet.org

The Tall & Small is a cafe in Anti-
gonish serving fair trade coffee and 
an eclectic lunch menu. 342 Main 
St, Antigonish (902) 863-4682

Southside Coffee is a direct-trade 
cafe in Brooklyn, New York, that 
offers sunny outdoor seating for you 
enjoyment of Joe while you browse 
State of Mine. Alternatively, jack 
their free wi-fi to check out Thirty 
Mining Articles in Thirty Days, 
the Dominion’s special issue web 
campaign. 652 6th Ave, Brooklyn, 
NY.

EVENTS
Mining the Connections: A 
Maritimes Forum on Local and 
Global Mining Nov. 27-28 2008, 
Tatamagouche Nova Scotia. More 
information and the registration 
form are available on the Tatama-
gouche Centre website. www.tata-
centre.ca

Atlantic Regional Solidar-
ity Network (ARSN) Annual 
Gathering: Nov 28 7pm–Nov 30 
1pm, Tatamagouche, NS. The 2008 
theme is mining and Indigenous 

rights in the Americas. Speakers 
include Jesus Brochero, trade union 
leader from Colombia. The registra-
tion form is available on the ARSN 
website. www.arsn.ca

The People’s Blockade of the 
World’s Biggest Coal Port: 
Saturday 14 March 2009, Newcastle 
Harbour, Australia. 
www.risingtide.org.au

Lake Cowal Gathering 2009: 
Easter Weekend, Friday 10 until 
Monday 13 April, 2009 Lake Cowal, 
New South Wales, Australia. 
www.savelakecowal.org

Beehive Collective tours, Fall 
2008: West Coast and Pacific 
Canada tour will feature scenes 
from MesoAmerica Resist, the final 
epic chapter in the trilogy, preceded 
so far by our graphics about the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas and Plan 
Colombia. The North East tour will 
be a collabourative effort between 
the Beehive Collective and Rising 
Tide North America.  It will feature 
a brand new interactive graphics 
workshop about North-South Soli-
darity. www.beehivecollective.org

5th World Environmental 
Education Congress: May 10–14, 
2009, Palais des congrès, Montréal, 
Quebec. Open to all educators: 
professors, researchers, teachers, 
university students, community 
leaders, civil servants, museum 
and park interpreters, consultants, 
journalists, artists, and all other 
actors in environmental education. 
www.5weec.uqam.ca

	 Rethinking Extractive 
Industry: Regulation, Dispos-
session and Emerging Claims 
is a conference that will take place 
at York University from March 5-7, 
2009. www.yorku.ca/cerlac

PERSONALS & OTHER
Grassroots national newspaper 
seeks major benefactor(s) for no 
strings attached funding fun.  If 
interested, please contact 
hillary@mediacoop.ca

Dominion editor seeks companion to 
prepare coffee before morning con-
ference calls. Part time, volunteer 
position, could turn into full time. 
Must be willing to relocate. 
dawn@mediacoop.ca

The Dominion is always looking 
for copyeditors! If you have an eye 
for detail and can copy edit edit 
one or two articles a month, please 
contact Moira. If you didn’t catch 
the mistake in this ad, don’t bother! 
moira@mediacoop.ca

Dominion T-shirts for sale! $20, 
fair trade, cooperatively made, 
uber-stylish, men’s and women’s 
styles, free to sustaining members. 
moira@mediacoop.ca
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